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challenges for public and privacy. The German situation
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Abstract: The purpose of this paper is to describe the situation of everyday life of women
and men in Germany and gender related aspects. Therefore social demographical data,
presented by the Office for European Statistics, Luxembourg and by German statistical data,
are used. Based on this data the different roles, responsibilities, and social positions of
women and men are interpreted in the context of the idea of mainstreaming gender. In
comparison to other European countries, especially to the Scandinavian countries, the
situation of women in Germany still has to be improved. It is a prevalent problem for
women to arrange family life and working career, because the gender-related role-allocationis
still an issue: Women, who are involved in looking after children, are significantly less
engaged in business life, as for men caring does not make a difference, whether they are
employed or not. In addition to this fact women on average earn less than men, especially
for women working in higher positions. To improve the situation of women and men the
German government has initiated a ‘Gender Mainstreaming Policy’ in 2000 and has taken
important legal measures which make it possible to reconcile family-life and gainful
employment. For Home Economists there is a need to integrate the gender dimension into a

household analytical approach.

Key Words: everyday life, reconciling work and family life, gender mainstreaming,
households
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Overview
(1) Notes on the concept * “everyday life”’

(2) From Women in Development to
Mainstreaming Gender

- in Europe
- in Germany
(3) Examples of everyday life situations in Germany ]
%
(4) Measures and activities in Germany h
f
(5) Closing remarks ag
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Women and men in everyday-life
Example: career choice and its consequences
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Source: Bundesministedum fur Familie, Senioren, Frauen u Jugend {(Ed ): é §
Gender Mainstreaming. Was ist das? Berlin, 2002 gs




Women and

men in everyday-life

Example: mobility
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everyday life mobility
of an employed man

everyday life mobility of an employed

woman covering different distances

Source: Bundesministerium fur Famibe, Senipren, Frauen u Jugend (Ed ),

Gender Mainstreaming Was st das? Berlin, 2002

OPrF £ 1 U Loontuner ~ ko of Keintonel Scances *

Peibon EGatation Wid Cormer HeIaeor

Average gross hourly earnings of women aged 20 and over in
full-time employment relative to men aged 20 and over, 1998
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Source, EC (Ed ) The life of women and men in Europe A statistical portran,
Data 1980-2000 Eurostat, Luxemboury, 2002, § 94
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Women aged 20 and over as a share of full-time employees in
the top and bottom 10 % hourly wage-earners, 1998
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Source; EC {Ed.): The fife of women and men in Europe. A statistical postrait,
Data 1980-2000 Eurostat, Luxembourg, 2002, 5, 92
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Men and women aged 20 - 49 spending time caring, 1998
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Source: EC (Ed,). The e of women and men in Europe. A statistical portrait.
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Data 1980-2000 Eurostat, Luxembourg, 2002, $ 55
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Employment of women aged 20-49 looking after children

and not doing so, 1998
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Source: EC {Ed.)- The hfe of women and men In Europe A statistical portrat,
Data 1980-2000 Eurostat, tuxemboury, 2002, 5. 59
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Women aged 20-49 in employment working part-time
and full-time, 1998
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Source. EC (Ed.)- The life of women and men in Europe A statistical portrait,
Data 1880-2008. Eurostat, Luxembourp, 2002, S, 64
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Age structure of the population
Age groups in % of the population
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System of Household Resource Management

Macroenvironment
natursl / structural

Macroenvironment
societal systems
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Source: Revised version Adapted from Schweitzer, R w. The Personal and Social Theory of
Famly Household-Systemns, 1993 and Deacon, firebaugh: Family Resource Management, 1988
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Measures and activities in Germany

= Gender mainstreaming policy

u Legal claim to a kindergarten place
» Legal claim to a child-raising leave
m Day-care mothers

= Pro-family company programmes
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Men and women aged 20-49 with children spending time caring, 1998

100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

Saurce: EC (Ed.) The kfe of women and men in Europe, A statistical partrait,
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