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Impacts of Rural Road Project on the Social and Economic Activities of Community People
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Abstract

The objectives of the study are to analyze the impacts of rural road project on
the social and economic activities of community people, offer basic data to perform
evaluation of the project, and suggest future directions of the project. Research
methodology adopted is a questionnaire method. There were interviewed 281 adult
residents selected from 34 villages in Yeongdong-gun(mountainous), Miryang-si(middle),
and Gochang-gun(plain).

Results of the study are as follows: 1) Increase of income and land prices in
mountainous and middle regions by the rural road project is higher than in plain; 2)
Most inconvenient road expressed by the interviewee is the one linking farm and
residence; and 3) The problems of rural roads derived are narrowness, unpavement
and partial pavement, unreliable maintenance, and long construction time.

In order to meet the community needs on rural roads, it may be necessary that
community people participate in the process of the project. And it is desirable to put
priority on expanding and paving existing roads rather than constructing new one.
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