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Microdeletion Analysis of AZF Region on Y Chromosome
in Korean Infertility Patients
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Azoospermia factor (AZF) region of the human Y chromosome has been
known as candidate for male infertility. In order to understand the prevalence
of microdeletion in the AZFs region of the Y chromosome in Korean infertile
men, we examined PCR analysis with STS primer set within the AZF region
using the genomic DNAs derived from 63 Korean infertility men with
numerical chromosomal normality. Microdeletion of the AZFs region were
detected in 23 individuals (37%) among 63 infertility patients; 12 (19%)patients
in the AZFa region, 4 (6.3%) patients in the AZFb region, 7 (11.19) patients
in the AZFc region, and 4 (6.3%) patients in the AZFd region showed
microdeletion event, respectively. Compared to the previous study, the value of
microdeletion of the AZF region in Korean population was higher than that of
the foreign patients. Taken together, our data indicates that the AZFa region

of the Y chromosome is strong candidate for Korean male infertility.



