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Objectives: Our purpose was to investigate the effect of embryo transfer catheter type on in vitro
fertilization-erubryo transfer (IVF-ET) outcorme.

Materials and Methods: Retrospective review of IVF-ET 218 cycles from April, 2000 to July, 2001
was performed. Only fresh embryo transfer cycles in patients aged over 40 years old with or without
intracytoplasmic sperm injection (ICSI) were included. We compared the pregnancy rate between the soft
catheter (Wallace catheter) group and hard catheter (TDT catheter) group. Also we analyze the other factors
that influence the pregnancy rate, that is patient age, basal FSH, oocyte retrieval number and embryo
transfer number.

Results: There was no difference in the mean of the patient age, basal FSH, number of oocyte retrieved,
and embryo transfer number between two groups. Of the total 218 cases, 72 pregnancies were reported and
the clinical pregnancy rate was 35.8% in the soft catheter (Wallace} group and 33.3% in the hard catheter
(TDT) group. There was no significant difference in clinical pregnancy rate.

Conclusions: The type of embryo catheter had no influence on the pregnancy outcome of IVF-ET in this
study. But further follow up of clinical pregnancy and large number of cases are needed to support this
conclusion.
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