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We carried out the analysis of partial sequence of mtDNA control region with four
roe deer from Jeju, Korea, one roe deer from Chenyang, Jirin, China, and one roe
deer from Vladivostok, Primorye, far east Russia. These sequences were compared
with other sequences of roe deer obtained from GenBank. Korean roe deer (C. p.
tianschanicus), roe deer of northeast China and far east Russia (C. p. tianschanicus),
roe deer of Kurgan region of west Siberia (C. p. pygargus), and roe deer of Amur
region of east Siberia (C. p. tianschanicus) appeared to be distinct with one another,
and Korean roe deer was more closely related to the roe deer from Kurgan region
than roe deer of China, far east Russia, and Amur region. Therefore, it is confirmed
that 1) Korean roe deer from Cheju island in Korea is a distinct subspecies of C. p.
ochracea, as described by Barclay (1935), and 2) roe deer from northeast China and
nearby Russia can be classified into C. p. mantchuricus (=bedfordi), as noted by
Sokolov & Gromov (1990). However, the analyses with the specimens from the
Korean peninsula and other areas in Asia, especially those from Tienshan Mts., are
needed to clarify the subspecies classfication of Siberian roe deer, C. pygargus.



