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Abstract

This study tries to reveal the structure of publics’ attitude toward nuclear
power in Korea. The main points are focused on what the public think of the
safety of nuclear power, what contribute to the perception of nuclear risk and
what factors make influence on the acceptance of the risk. The national survey
data were analyzed by latent class analysis (LCA), log-linear model (LLM), and
structural equations model (SEM). LCA enabled collinear and nominal variables
to be condensed into a variable having the ordinal property, LLM did the
relationships among variables to be identified, and SEM did the relationships to
be integrated and quantified. It was quantitatively found that Korea people
regard nuclear power plant as necessary, but the nearby construction of a plant
as another one. The important factors for explaining such behavior were the
judgment of safety and necessity as well as the subjective risk—perception on
possible accident, radiation effect, and environmental damages. Moreover, the
male’s judgment was different from the female's, which is resulted from the

difference of the role of the subjectively perceived risk.

- 581~



