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Thermal desorption process is valuable for the remediation of oil contaminated site. The
system is physical separation process by volatizing oil contaminants from soil matrixes and is
not designed to provide high levels of oil destruction. The process is not incineration, because
the decomposition of oil materials is not the desired result, although some decomposition may
occur. The physical and chemical properties that influence the design and operation of the
system include boiling points, soil sorption characteristics, aqueous phase solubility, thermal
stability, contaminating oil concentration, moisture contents, particle size distribution and etc.
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