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Dichromothrips smithi (Zimmermann) (AX: W& EE) is
recognized for the first time in Korea. Especially this species makes
serious damage on two orchids, Cymbidium hydrida and
Phalaenopsis schilleriana, which are newly recorded host plants. All
members of the genus Dichromothrips containing 14 species in the
world infests various species of orchidaceous plants. The origin of
the genus is regarded as the Malaysian region, but some species
have been already widespread by commercial transportation of
orchids.

The genus Dichromothrips Priesner, new to Korea, is usually
distinguished from other genus in Thripinae by metanotal spinula,
non-split abdominal tergum X, and reticulate sculpture on
metanotum, as well as tergal ctenidia and ocellar setae I. In this
study, morphological characters for identification of Dichromothrips
smithi are described and figured. In addition, damages to flowers of
the orchids are presented.



