E % I(Sepcial Lecture )

The New Role of Medicine in the
Management of Periodontal Disease

Prof, Ray C. Williams

Chairman, Deparment of Periodontology, School of Dentistry,
University of North Carolina, U S A,

Throughout the 20th century, tremendous progress has been made in the medical model of peri-
odontal disease treatment, Beginning with the use of antimicrobial agents in rinses in 1900, there have
been striking advances over the century in a medical approach to disease prevention and treatment,
This presentation will cover the introduction in 1945 and subsequent development of antibiotics and
look at current use of systemic antibiotics in periodontology. This presentation will then cover the intro-
duction of host-modulating agents in 1973 and cover in detail the current concepts in host modulating
agents for disease management, Then this presentation will examine in depth the use of antimicrobials,
delivered locally to the periodontal pocket, for disease management, Last, this presentation will exam-
ine the role of biological mediators such as growth factors in wound healing and periodontal regenera-
tion,

In looking back, it is clear that dentistry may look ahead with eagerness to the role of a medical
approach to periodontal disease management. This progress in a medical model, coupled with similar

progress in a mechanical / surgical model of treating periodontitis, suggests that an exciting new era has
arrived for the prevention and treatment of a ubiquitous disease.
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