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Introduction

The living cartilaginous fishes, class Chondrichthyes, may comprise about 900
described species, and include approximately 170 genera and 50 families
(Compagno, 1991). At present the Chondrichthyes consists of two subclasses, the
Holocephali and the Elasmobranchii. The dominant subclass Elasmobranchii
includes modern sharks and rays, the former is more diverse than the latter in
higher taxa but have fewer species. The superorder Batoidea, batoids or rays, is
speciose with about 500 species in six orders, fourteen families and about 60
genera.

Material and Method

The batoids from the East Asia were reviewed based on the published matenals.
We follow the higher classification of the superorder Batoidea proposed by
McEachran et al. (1996). Although the genus Platyrhina, thomback ray, is move
from guitarfishes to stingrays and treated as suborder level by McEachran et a
(1996), the family Rhinobatidae follows Nelson (1994). The classification of the
stingrays, order Myliobatiformes, follows Nishida (1990), who considered that
there is six families.

Result and Summary

A review of the previous records revealed that there were about 140 species
belonging to 40 genera, 14 families and 6 orders of the superorder Batoidea in the
East Asian waters. The largest group of batoid fauna in the area was orde
Rajiformes having 47 species, 10 genera of a single family. The predominant
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families were Rajidae (47 spp.) and Dasyatidae (34 spp.). The most dominant
genus was Bathyrgja (18 spp.), which is mainly distributed in the North Pacific
coast of Japan.

There are 22 species in the Yellow Sea, 67 species in the East China Sea, 7
species in the South China Sea, and 58 species in the North Pacific coast of Japan
The East Sea (Japan Sea) batoid fauna is the poorest of the five regions, consistin
of 13 species.

In the Korean waters includes only 27 species, 14 genera, 10 families and 5
orders. A single species was torpediniforms, four rhinobatiforms, a rhyncho-
batiforms, eleven rajiforms and ten myliobatiforms.

A comparison with the batoid fauna of the East Asian waters was made, and the
phenetic classification and a check list of the valid species of batoid fishes will be
presented.
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