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recommended for ex situ conservation. To
preserve extant variation, all populations
must be protected across the small
geographic ranges of the species to ensure
retention of allelic and genotypic diversity.
Sampling 10-20 individuals of L. microrhyncha
selected from at least 15 m at distance in
order to avoid the same genotype within
each population from all six populations
would be essential‘in order to maximize the
level of genetic variability.
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Plant Communities in Estuarine
Wetlands of Korea

Hyo Hye Mi Lee ' and Kang-Hyun Cho?
Institute of Limnology, Assum Ecological Systems
INC."; Department of Biology, Inha University,
Inchon 402-751°

Estuarine wetlands are salt and brackish
marshes associated with tidal estuaries
located along coastal rivers. We tried to
classify the estuarine wetlands of Kumkang
River, Mankyungkang River, Tongjinkang
River, Nakdongkang River, and Somjinkang
River with emphasis on their plant
communities and soil environments. Major
wetland types was estuarine emergent
wetlands such as brackish tidal marshes and
salt marshes. These wetlands were
dominated by grass or grasslike herbaceous
plants. In the brackish tidal marshes,
Phragmites australis and Carex scabrifolia were
abundant along the water’s edge of river. The
salt marshes were regularly or irregularly
flooded and exposed by the tides.
Characteristic plants in this zone included
Phacelurus  latifolius  which was usually
appeared in brackish water and diverse
halophytes such as Suaeda maritime, Suaeda
japonica, Salicornia  herbacea and  Carex
scabrifolia. Detrended canonical
correspondence analysis revealed that major
environmental factors controlling vegetation
structure were particle size, cation exchange
capacity, and electric conductivity of soil
which were mainly affected by tidal
inundation. In Korea a variety of wetlands
therefore develop in estuarines because of
differences in salinity and duration and
frequency of tidal inundation.
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