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Ancient Sino-Korea Sea Communication
and Ship-cultural Exchange

Xin Yuan-ou
(Chinese Marine History Researcher’s Association)

Abstract

Regarding the ancient Sino-Korea sea communication as the main theme, the propagation of
the China-culture in Korean Peninsula and the influence of Chinese ancient shipbuilding technique
for Korea are described in the paper. Frequent sea trade resulted in the flourishing of Chinese and
Korean harbours on both side of Yellow Sea.

Sino-Korea sea communication is of long-standing. Korean Peninsula (KP) is just as the
large arm extended to the great sea from the North-east China. It is the Chinese mainland plate-
lump’s extended part in the Yellow Sea. In the ancient time, the land communication between
China and Korea was often not unimpeded, the contact between China and KP, such as the South-
Korea, depended on the sea communication mainly, Although the friendly relationship between
China and Korea rose one after another in the various historical period, but considering from the
great background of people’s historical development, just as the modern people benefited from the
Europe-America culture, the people of ancient time also benefited from the China —culture. All
China, KP and Japan obtained the development by propagating the ancient China-culture. The
seagoing ships which carried out the Sino-Korea sea communication and trade, as the friendly
envoys, finished the mission linked up and developed the Sino-Korea culture contact.

1. Looking for the Ancient Sino-Korca Sea Communication

The story occurred relationship between the Chinese and Korean came from the tradition in
remote antiquity, Zhou Wu-Wang (/I E)sent a punitive expedition against Shang Zhou-
Wang( i £§ ), Shang’s imperial kinsman Qi-Zi(3 T )tried to persuade Zhou-Wang to give up evil
and return to good. Zhou-Wang rejected his criticism.After Zhou-Wang was destroyed by Zhou
Wu-Wang, Qi-Zi was confer a territory in Korea, thus his offspring had laboured, lived and
multiplied on KP with the local people. In 194BC, the Yan-county people(# A)Weiman(T!
i#)made an incursion into KP and set up separationist rule , his capital is Wang-Xian(ER), the
former king Qizhun(FXE)was drived out to Ma-Han(5%5). In 108BC, Han Wu-Di(iLE#)
subjugated the former Weiman Korea( T #%#i&¥)and divided his territory into four county, i.e.
Lelang(fkiR), Zhenfan(H ), Lintun(lsTL)and Xuantu(Z%).But in the South of the Han-
river(iXiL), there were the three-Han( =5 )formerly. Ma-Han was located the west of KP, having
fifty country; Chen-Han(J& ¥l)was located the east of KP, having twelve country; Bian-Han (£
¥h) was located the south of KP, having also twelve country. The territory of Ma-Han was bigger
than two others'’l. About the beginning of era, Man-Han and Chen-Han were gobbled up by
Paikche(H &) and Silla (# %) respectively. Thus KP entered the Period of Three-kingdom,
induding Paikche and Silla in the south of Han-river, and Kokuryo(#43)BH) in the North of Han-
river.

In the fourth century AD, China already entered the period of Eastern Jin Dynasty(%<¥,371-
420AD)and the Northern and Southern Dynasty(#§ 1L #1,420-589AD).The three kingdoms of KP



began dispatching envoys to China. Kokuryo dispatched envoys to the later Zhao Dynasty(fi7 %),
Eastern Jin Dynasty, the Early Yan Dynasty(Hi#%)and the Northern Qi Dynasty(iLF )according to
priority; Paikche dispatched envoys to the Eastern Jin Dynasty, the Song(3),Qi(5%),Liang(#)and
Chen(#)of the Southern Dynasty, Qi(3¥)& Zhou(/f)of the Northern Dynasty and the Sui Dynasty
(b4, 581-618AD): Silla dispatched envoys to the Early Qin Dynasty(iif#)and the Northern Qi
Dynasty(JL5%) of the Northern Dynasty and the Qi(5%), Liang(#)and Chen(l%)of the Southern
Dynasty and the Sui Dynasty/?\. Paikche neighboured the Lelang and Daifang (#777) County of
Han(i¥)and Wei(3%)Dynasty and gained the more influence of the China-culture than two others.
Paikche was located in the south west of KP and convenient to carry out the sea communication
across the Yellow Sea with the Chinese southern Dynasty which represented developed China-
culture. In 372AD, Paikche sent the envoys to the Eastern Jin Dynasty and began to employ the
Chinese character. In the after thirty years, this country established the Confucianism-educational
system, some Confucianists obtained the honorable title of doctor. Paikche’s scholar Wangren(F
{Z) teached the “Lun Yu” ({i£i%}) for the Japanese crown prince, becoming the envoy of cultural
exchange among China, Korea and Japan. In 384AD, Arabian monk(#{%)Mo-Luo-Nan-Tuo(}
F AtBt)came from the Jin Dynasty, and was greeted to palace, he established the Buddhistic
temple in the Han-Mountain(iX 1}1), and gave the tonsure to men which number ten. Thus the
Buddhism was propagated to Paikche). It is later than Kokuryo nearly twelve years, the farmer
was propagated from the sea-route of the South, the latter was propagated from the land-route of
the North . In 541AD, Paikche requested to gain the Buddhist sutra such as “Ni-Pan”( {72 4&} )and
“Mao-Shi"( (&%) )doctors, workers and painters etc!! from Liang Wu-Di(Z2H#)Xiao Yan(#F
fiT)who was celebrated for advocating the Buddhism in the Chinese Southern Dynasty. Kokuryo's
Buddhism belonged to the Chinese Northern Dynasty system, overall arrangement of Buddhism
termple had the style of the Northern Dynasty.

Before the Chinese Northem and Southern Dynasty, the Sino-Japan communication may
passed Liao Don(iL ;iX)generally. During the Northern and Southern Dynasty, if Japan thought to
contact with the Chinese Southern Dynasty which possessed the developed culture, the northern
land-route was obstructed, it is also very convenient so long as by sea-route, i.e. starting off from
the neighbour Paikche, across the Yellow Sea to the Chinese coast and advancing south along the
sea-route of Chinese Shandong(liZi)and Jiangsu(ZL9F) coast, finally arriving at the Southern
Dynasty's Capital Jiankang(#).In that time, Paikche became the main propagated station of the
Chinese Confucianistic theory and Buddhism in the North-east Asia. It may be propagated from
Paikche to Silla and Japan respectively, taking the advanced culture and productive technic with
them. After propagating the Sinology and Confucianistic scriptures to Paikche in the fourth and
fifth century AD, in the sixth century AD, Buddhism was propagated into Japan from Paikche yet,
promoting the development of Japanese ancient culture. It is obvious that the China-culture which
was obtained by Japan came from Paikche in initial stage. Based on the incomplete statistics, in
about the two hundred thirly years between the Eastern Jin and the Northem and Southem
Dynasty, the number of exchanged envoys between the three-countries of KP and the Chinese
Southern Dynasty, reached fourty times, and only which between Paikche and the Chinese
Southern Dynasty already had twenty times. The three country’s envoys arrived the Chinese
Southern Dynasty were by Sea-route.

2. The Sino-Korea Sea Communication in the Silla and Koryu Dynasty
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In 669 AD, the three countries of KP accomplished the unifying and establishing the Silla
Dynasty. In that stage. it is just during the prosperous Dang Dynasty, appearing the Zhen Guan( 5i
Fyand Kai Yuan(FFG)flourishing age early or late, the splended China-culture already entered
the flourishing stage. In order to obtain the kindness of the China-culture on one’s own initiative, a
lot of countries in the world, such as the countries of the East, frequently dispatched the students
and Buddhist monks studying abroad to China to learn from his experience in after the two
hundred years, forming a passionate historical current. The Chinese near neighbour Silla was the
earliest country obtained the benefit. The thirteenth years after establishing the Silla Dynasty, in
682AD, the national quintessence simulated the Dang Dynasty was established, studing the
Analects of Confucius(i€ #)and The Book of Rites(3L,il)etc. In that time, the students (including
the Buddhist monks) studying abroad to China had a great many. They early accepted the edifying
of China culture. In 717AD, the king’s son of Silla returned from the China, he brought the
portrait of Confucian and his seventy two students and hid in the Imperial College. In728AD, Silla
King dispatched his brother 1o Dang Dynasty and requested to dispetched the sons and younger
brother to enter the Imperial College of Dang Dynasty. In749AD, Silla installed the astronomy-
and Louke-(# %l)doctors. During that time, the Renchuan({=)i|)Bay of the Silla’s west-coast may
straightforwardly navigate to Dengzhou( % /H)of the China, then enter the Dang’s capital
Changan( [ %¢)by land. The ships in Yellow Sea had a great many. On the basis of absorbing the
Dang culture conscientiously, the Silla's culture-development entered the peak.

In 630AD, Japan already dispatched the first envoys sent to Dang(ii Hi{fi),there were the
eight times early or late from 630AD to 717AD .Owing to the remote sea route and inferior
shipbuilding-and navigating-technology, envoy-ships sent to Dang(il J {{'7t) always sank in sea,
but the Silla Dynasty relied upon his district superiority, his fendel institution was being perfected
day by day, in which the factor of the China culture obtained the developing incisively and vividly,
then Japan also dispatched sixteen students and Buddhist monks studying abroad to Silla from
650AD to 718AD, among them, Shan-Tian-Yu-Shi-Xing (i1 %8 $2J€)and Shen Rui(Ii)were
well-known, the former gave instruction to nermler of students, both the later and the monk
Danci(ift ¥)who was dispatched to China, were excellent Buddhist monks!®),

Rely upon the developed sea communication between Silla and Dang Dynasty, in nine
century AD, it is beginning to enter a new stage of developing highly in sea trade. In that time the
centric power of Silla and Dang Dynasty already declined and the local power rose. Silla’s Zhen-
Gu(H - )aristocracy prevented the local power to participate in centric government and political
offairs!®, then the later tumed themselves attention to overseas trade using developed sea
communication at that time. Their main object was the China, and the next was Japan. In that
stage, the Chinese separated power was very strong, the centric government was beyond the reach
of tiiemselves power, then, the non-official trade between China and Silla reached the
unprecedented flourishing, meanwhile the trade between Silla and Japan also obtained the
development, the translation station of Silla's language was established in Duima(¥} ) island of
Japan. The frequent sea trade between China and Silla resulted in emerging of Silla's residential
area which were called the Silla-Fang(#7 % Yj)spreading in the Shandong(1l1 #<)and Jiansu(iL %)
coast, The Silla-Suo(#7 # fir)was established in Silla-Fang, managing the residential affairs, their
chairman was elected from the Silla-people. In some residential area of the Silla-people, there was
themselves Buddhistic temple which was called Silla Miao($i & ). The Fahua-Yuan(¥:7E
B%)which was established by Zhang Baogao(3K R £ )in Chishan(# tli)village, Wendeng(3r
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E )county, Shandong province, had long enjoyed a good reputation, its dimensions was very great.

Zhang Baogao was a great Sea-trader and the ‘originator of Yellow Sea fieet in the period of
Silla Dynasty. At the beginning of sea trade carried out between China and Silla, the sea rover ran
wild for a time. Zhang Baogao who had been the lower officer(/]#)in Xiahou(##H)army of
China, retumed to Silla, he put forward a proposal to the Silla’s king, Xingde Wang(}¢i#
F.)(826AD-836AD),hoping to establish the military base in Qinghai Zhen(i% # i) now Wan-Do
island(5E £)) of the south-west of KP in order to guard the sea-communication main line of the
south of KP. Zhang Baogao might possibly be the local distinguished family, he said that he
already established the military base in his country Qinghai Zhen, then his suggestion was
approved by Xingde Wang and appointed him Qinghai Zhen Da Shi(i# i A 1), not long after,
he had a sea-patrol party which all fleet’s members reached ten thousand. Thereby, rampant rover-
action was prevented, he controlled the sea trade among Silla, China and Japan. For a time, he
became the Yellow Sea’s dominator. The movable district of Zhang Baogao fleet were very wide,
they had themself important strongpoints along the Chinese coast of Yellow Sea from
Dengzhiou(E MH)to the Shandong and the north of Jiansa. The Chi Shan Fahua-Yuan of Wenden
County, Dengzhou-Fu(% H}ff)was the one of the base camp of Zhang Baogao fleet, Dengzhou
was a important landing port of Silla-people and Japanese to Dang’s ‘L-aptail Changan. The another
main mooring of Zhang Baogao fleet had yet Rushanpu(5Lidifi)of Muping(%:¥)county and
Lianshui(FE/K )county & Chuzhou(¥ H)in the north of Jiansu coast. The Silla-Fang in the
Chuzhou had ship-repairing & ship-building yard. At that time, in the Shandong-and North-
Jainsu-coast there was a serving line of Zhang Baogao fleet, they canvased guests at all places and
carried out sea serving trade for the Silla-people and Japanese. Japanese monk Ennin{({{ :)had
given a number of such examples in his book {Ru Tang Quo Fa Xun Li Xing Ji} (CAMFRZK
#L17iC) ). Using the same method, Silla Dynasty also established the sea trade strongpoints in
Guancheng Zhen(# J£{1)(i.e.Nanyang(7% ¥1),nearing Seoul(‘i}lﬁﬁ)) and Xuekou Zhen(7X T,
i.e.Jianhua island ({1.#F §))simultaneously and occurred the similar flourishing.

In the middle of the nineth century AD, some sailors of China and Silla had possessed the
skilled navigating technology in the- East-Asia sea area afler the long-term navigating-action.
Using the south-west monsoon, Dang’s famous shipbuilding and navigating expert Zhang
Zhixin(3K 3 {5 )created the new navigaling record of three days from Wanghai Zhen(Hif§41{)of
Mingzhou(WIM, i.e.Ningbo(‘3*#))to Nanlin Pu of Zhilia island({4 3% & 7 B7if)in Japan. Except
Zhang Zhixin,Li Churen (34t A ), Li Linde(FE4S#), Quan Wenxi(42 X 3 )and Ren
Zhongyuan({E{{'JT) etc. of China, Wang Chao ( F#l) , Qin Lianghui(fk R % )and others of Silla
also had higher navigating technique!™. But in that stage, Japanese shfpbuilding and navigating
technology was wrong yet, they always invited Zhang Zhixin and Li Churen etc. to Japan helping
shipbuilding and guiding navigating. At the some time, Japanese envoys semt to Dang would
return to Japan, they had employed nine Silla’s ship in Chuzhou’s Silla-Fan and came back to
Japan by way of Silial®\. For a time, Qinghai Zhen became the pivot of sea trade among Silla,
China and Japan. Afterwards, Zhang Baogao was killed due to being involved in palace coup
whirlpool, Qinghai Zhen was canceled. But in this district and near Zhen-island(¥ &%), the Sea-
going ship of Koryu Dynasty'® and canoe of Song Dynasty(:#/1)!'®were unearthed recently, it is
obvious that this sea area was a middle station of sea trade route among China, KP and Japan yet.

in the late Silla, the students studying abroad to Dang, who hoped to study the firsthand
Confucianism of Dang Dynasty, steeply increased, the relatively famous scholars were three-Cui,
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i.e Cui Zhiyuan (#&E) ,Cui Chengyou(3ti/&k#i)and Cui Yanhui (3£2Z48) .Among them, Cui
Zhiyuan was most famous, he wrilted a number of books, such as annals {King's Chronicle} ( {3
FAE{CI7) Yand collected works {Zhong Shan Fu Kui Ji} ( (1S F4) Jand (Qui Yuan Bi
Geng) ( (H:FE%E ) etc. Afer returning to Silla, their new Confucianism suppled the theoritical
foundation in order to negate the ruling of Zhen-Gu aristocracy and establish centralized Koryu
Dynasty.

In Koryu Dynasty when the China was just the Song Dynasty, Chinese science and
technology entered the prosperos stage. The studying zeal of Koryu Dynasty for the Confucianism,
Buddhism, Science and technology of China upsurged from beginning to end. Passing in and out
the main port Dengzhou of North China belonged to North Song Dynasty, neighboured Khitan(3?
§1). was very convenient, then utilizing the sea route from KP to Mingzhou of China established
in Dang Dynasty, they carried out the frequent contact with North-Song and after South-Song,
being content to retain sovereignty over Hangzhou(#iH). In North-Song, the people of Koryu
hoped to go to Chinese captial Kaifeng(3F3), generally first went to Mingzhou by sea-route, then
through Yuyao( £ b)river reached Hangzhou and finally through great canal northboundly
reached Kaifeng. Therefore the Silla-people in Mingzhou were a great many. In 1117AD, the
Koryu-embassy was established in the west of Mingzhou’s Shi Be Wu(ili #fi5?), it is also named
Liayuan Ju(3i& J9),before long, moving Wenzhou(i# #{)shipyard to Zhaobao Shan(if3zil),
Zhenhai($ii1§)of Mingzhou and building two great ships and hundred boats which were emplyed
to greet and send Koryu envoy's delegation!"'l, At that time, the navigators of Korya had had the
highly skill navigating technique, Chinese praised them “being good at steering the ship and
loading great cargo”. Koryu Dynasty specially craved the Chinese Buddhism yet, building a
number of temples in which various buddhistic celebration were held every year. Along with the
developing of shipbuilding and navigating technology of China day by day, the sea shipping
traders of Quanzhou(;RJHl)and Mingzhou always appeared in port of Koryu, from 1012AD-
1192AD, Song’s traders reached the Koryu by trade-ships about hundred times, having four
thousand and five humdred people!'?l. According to (Koryu History) ( {®;Fi 2} )and Chinese
history, from 1015AD-1090AD, there were nineteen times!'! early or late, which the Quanzhou
traders reached Koryu by Quanzhou-ships.

According to the Chinese history, at that time, the Chinese medical officers frequently went
to Koryu to send the medicinal materials and guide medicine and Song government always
awarded the Koryu government musical instrument, music score, main ancient cultural codes and
records, teeth relic of Buddha and meal-monks etc; Koryu government also dispatched students
studying abroad to enter Song’s Imperial College. In 1122 AD, simulating the Song government,
Koryu government paid aitention to compile the historical books and established the official
compiler especially, compilering the true records for the died king Ruizong (% 7%)at that years. At
that time, the private school was very prevalent, the Confucian expert Cui Chong () who was
called the Korea's Confucius, established the Jiu Zhai Xue Tang(JL#5%:4f),he might teach nine
special knowledge categories, the twelve above mentioned similar private schools had arisec early
or late, the teaching-actions were directed by the famous Confucian expert. In order to avoid the
wane of official school, Rinzong (1103AD-1122AD)simulated the Cui Chong and established the
course of lectures in eight especial knowledge categories, i.e. The Book of Changes(%}£2),The
Book of History(:1542), The Book of Songs (#£) , Zhou Li(f813L), The Book of Rites(3Lil%).
The Spring and Autumn Annals(¥#4X)and a new military research class.
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In the Silla and Koryu Dynasty stages, the Chinese {eudal society and science & technology
culture already entered the flourishing, all Confucianism, Buddhism, literature, art, science and
technology etc. were very developed. In order to profit by the propagation of the advanced China
culture, the unobstructed sea communication between China and KP supplied the based condition
finished the propagation of China-culture and made the important contributions for the cultural
contact between China and KP.

3. The Ancient Cultural Contact between China and KP

The ancient cultural contact between China and KP already bagin in Silla and Koryu stage.
They had the great esteem all along for the towering style of the Chinese sea-going ship. In
1124AD, when two magnificent 1,000 ton great envoy’s ship—God-ship (##%) and a number of
secondary cjass ship—Guest-ship () took by Chinese envoy Xu Jing(#% #)and his party,
reached the port of Koryu—Kunsan, the people of Koryu warmly acclaimed in dock, but the
police or guard boats at Kunsan are relatively small with one large mast in the canter of boat and
no deck cabins. The rudder projects through a shelf in the stern, its sail is made with twenty pieces
of cloth!™l, :

in the Yi Dynasty(Z=#/], 1392AD-1910AD), We may always understand that the department of
emplying ships, suggest government to employ the Chinese shipbuilding method, i.e.Jiazao Fa(fj!
3#17%)(double shiphull-plank building method)in the true records!'™ compiled at that time. But the
Koryu's shipwrights could not grasp the above mentioned method in long practice yet, then the
Jiazao Fa using iron nails could not spread in KP, the customary Dazao Fa(#ifi%) (i.e.simple
shiphull-plank building method) using wood nails and Jialong (MIJE) was current yet.

When the Japanese pirates molested the China-and KP coast, Yi Dynasty government officer
always saw that the Chinese great warship Fu-Chuan(37fifi)and Guang-Chuan()™ fi)could very
effectively defeat the Japanese ship. They discovered which their warships had not deck cabin,
nothing to avoid the artillery fire of enemy all around alove the deck and the efficacy of drug of
older gun also was always uneffective. Then, according to the strategic decision!" of Yi-Dynasty,
simulating the Chinese great warship, the vast amount of Banwu Chuan({ Rfi})(i.e. Yi-Dynasty
warship having the deck cabin)were built, becoming the main warships of fleet, a number of the
former Meng Chuan(3& fift )were only emplyed as the military auxiliary ships. On the basis of the
experience builded Banwu Chuan, the “Turtle” ships(faffi)which had a unique style and the
strong killing ability in the sea-war, were built successfully and reached the peak in ancient
warship developed history. In the Japanese pirate unrest of Ren Chen(J: /&), Li Shun-chen(ZE5%
[ )fleet had defealed utterly the Japanese fleet by means of the “Turtle” ships and a mumber of
Banwu Chuan, guarding themselves country. In the developed process of warship styles of Koryu
Dynasty, on the Basis of the elaborately researching and practising for the Chinese advanced
shipbuilding technologys and shipdesigning methods, the Koryu’s shipwrights could according to
the true condition weed through the old to bring forth the new status and constantly produce new
types of warship. All these state of affairs gave us remaining very deep impression.
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