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Present States of Geosynthetics used in the Highway Construction
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SYNOPSIS :@ Geosynthetics are commonly used for filterings, layer separations, drainages, cutoffs,
and reinforcements. In highway constructions, geotextile mats have been used for the purposes of
vehicle trafficability, separations and embankment reinforcements. Geosynthetics are utilized as
prefabricated vertical drains and also used as horizontal drainage layers substituted for the sand
mat. Geogrids, essential element of reinforced retaining walls, are sometimes spread under the
highway pavement. Besides various usage mentioned above, many type of them are also used as
drainage of backfill in culverts and bridge abutments. In this paper, problems of specifications and
regulations concerning mostly used geotextiles are specifically dealt with from the practical aspects
of field engineering and efforts are given upon improvement of them. Especially, relevant sections of
“Standard Specifications for the Highway Construction by Korea Highway Corporation” are being
revised and these are introduced in detail.
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