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Abstract

This paper extensively reviews representative experimental data obtained by the Halden
Project for last about twenty years to investigate gap closure and pellet-cladding mechanical
interaction (PCMI) in UQ, fuel rods. The purpose of the present paper is 1o supplement the
previous reviews of Halden data by reference to more recent experiments. The experiments are
grouped into sections describing gap closure, PCMI, clad response to variable load
conditions and clad failure by stress corrosion cracking. The new data complement the

previous findings extending the conclusions to higher burnup and different operating regimes.
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