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PB-21
Life History of Acronicta rumicis (Lepidoptera:
Noctuidae) on a Naturalised Plant, Rumex
obtusifolius L.
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Acronicta rumicis (L.) (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) is a generalist
herbivore at its larval stages in life history. It is known that this
moth species can complete 2-3 generations a year in natural conditions.
Rumex obtusifolius L. (Polygonaceae) is a naturalized perennial plant
in Korea. To understand the ecology of A. rumicis associated with a
new host plant, the rearing experiment was set up. The result shows
that the moth caii complete a life cycle within 40 days. Also, it can
complete 4-5 generations a year in a laboratory condition. The mortality
and charateristics of the insect at each life stage were observed. Further
studies on the ecology of this species using different host plants are
highly recommended. The comparison can be drawn, then, to understand
the mechanism of adapting strategy of the insects to the new host plant.
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