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Comparative Analysis of Palatal Greater and Lesser Segmental
Changes after Palatorrhaphy
Ki-Young Choung®, Pili-Hoon Choung, Myung-lJin Kim
Dept. of Oral and Maxillofacial surgery, Seoul National University Seoul Korea

Clefting of the primary and secondary palate lead to a series of distortions in dentofacial development,
Cleft patients need surgical interventions in sequences; cheilorrhaphy, palatorrhaphy, alveolorthaphy, and
orthognathic surgery. Orthognathic surgery is required because many cleft patients are to be with dental
skeletal deformities after primary lip and palate surgery,

We evaluated the severity of the dentition and arch deformities on the pre-otthodontic diagnestic dental
models of the 57 unilateral complete cleft lip and palate patients since 1994. All the patient in our study have
received primary cheilorthaphy and palatorthaphy. We used Relationship Measurement Method devised by
Butow(1984) for evaluation of the relative severity of the deformity on the deft side, And evaluated the
relationship between the greater and lesser alveolar segments and put into Mazaheri classification(1993),

According to the other reports, early surgical intervention may affect the maxillary arch growth, but
dentofacial morphology gradually improved, However the crosshite was the still found to be very common,
Further research is clearly indicated in order to determine the need for and efficacy of various forms of early

treatment in preventing arch collapse and maxillary growth deficiencies,
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