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1622 Utilization of Bioeducational Journals for the Promotion of the Professionalism

of Middle School Teachers

Chemyong Ko and Hae Moon Chung
Department of Biology Education, Seoul National University

Science teachers of the middle and high school are the instructors responsible for
the cultivation of the student’s scientific mind of thinking and thus should be qualified
with professionalism. The Korean biology teachers, however, are somehow lacking in
professionalism. This research suggests a way utilizing journals of biology teaching to
improve the professionalism of the biology teachers. In this study, the actual condition of
professionalism of the teachers were surveyed and the availability of some representative
journals of biology teaching for the improvement of the professionalism of the biology
teachers was proposed. The survey was done on 100 bioclogy teachers working in Seoul,
Kyungki-Do and Pusan. The analysis revealed that though most of biclogy teachers
(94%) thought that the biology teacher is a professionalist, the professionalism of them
were of a low level. However, many teachers who responded to the survey were willing
to read the journals of biclogy teaching (domestic =87%, foreign =55%) if provided. The
professional journals of biology teaching analyzed in this study are Korean Journal of
Biology Education (KJBE) and American Biology Teacher (ABT) published from 1990
to 1997. Since more than 98% of papers gave informations that could be utilized by
biology teachers, it would not only provide them with useful informations but also help
them improve their professionalism. Conclusively, for the improvement of the biology
teacher’s professionalism, journals of biology teaching should be provided urgently to the
biology teachers of middle and high school.
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