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Table 1. Potential Indications for VATS

Diagnostic
Indeterminate pleural effusion (benign vs. malignant)
Tissue diagnosis
Pleural based masses (metastasis vs. mesothelioma)
"Closed" wedge resection lung biopsy
Mediastinal lymph node sampling
Biopsy of mediastinal masses

Therapeutic

Pleuropulmonary
Pleural effusion, hematoma, empyema
Pleurodesis (mechanical/chemical)
Bullous disease, air leak
"Early stage” lung cancer in high risk patients
Metastasectomy

Pericardial disease
Resection for tamponade
Window for effusion
Mediastinal disease
Thymectomy for myasthenia gravis
"Limited stage" thymoma
Mediastinal cysts
Posterior mediastinal tumor
Chylothorax
Sympathectomy
Hyperhidrosis
Raynaud's disease
Reflex sympathetic dystrophy
Esophageal
Vagotomy
Esophagomyotomy
Antireflux surgery
Leiomyoma
Esophagectomy
Cardiovascular
PDA interruption
Vascular ring division
IMA harvesting
AICD implantation
Other indications
Paravertebral abscess
Orthopedic discectomy
Splanchnicectomy
Repair of diaphragm hernia
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