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Antimicrobial resistant bacteria became a worldwide problem. In Korea, the
proportions of methicillin-resistant S. aureus have been >602, since 1991 in many
hospitals. Penicillin-resistant S. pneumoniae reached a rate of >70%. The
Vancomyéin-resisfance rate of Enterococcus was <1% in 1997, but may increase
inevitably ‘in the near future. The fluoroguinolone-insensitive rate of N.
gonorrhoeae increased to 61% in 1996. Recent problems with gram-negative bacilli
include: fluoroquinolone-resistant E. coli (39%), the 3rd generation cephalo-
sporin-resistant K. pneumonide (38%), and multiresistant E. cloacae and A.
baumannii. P. aeruginosa started to show resistance even to the most potent B-
lactam, imipenem. In conclusion, increased efforts are required, not only to
preserve the activity of existing drugs, but also to develop new ones in Korea.
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