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A Clinical Study of Bone Grafting in Patients with Alveolar Clefbs

Kwang-Sup So°, Yong-Ki Cho, Hong-Ju Park,
Ki-Young Kim, Kyo-Seung Cho, Sung-Hun Lee, Hee-Kyun Oh, Sun-Youl Ryu
Dept. Oral and Maxillofacialurgery, College of Dentistry, Chonnam National University

Cleft alveolus is seen in 75% of cleft palate patients with unitateral, or bilateral. The causes of cleft alveolus
include genetic problem, itnpairment of matemal nutition, radiation, steroid, hypoxia, viral infection etc.

An important goal in the treatmen of ceft patients is to normalize the anatomy of the deft alveolar process.
One of the treatment procedures used to achieve this goal is bone grafting inco the defects of alveolar process.
The recommended timing of bone grafting has varied. Some years ago, bone grafting in early childhood was
advocated; however, the long-term results from many centers showed serious growth disturbances in the maxilla
as 2 sequel to this eatment. During recent years, several reports on ¢he ereaunent results after secondary bone
grafting using iliac crest bone have been published. Based on these studies, there seems to be trend towards bone
grafting between 6 and 12 years of age.

The purpose of this study is to study the timing of bone graft, the type of grafted material,
complication based on patients who present with alveolar clefts at our department of Oral and

Maxillofacial Surgery, Chonnam University, from 1991 0 1995.



