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ABSTRACT

An earthquake of Richter magnitude 45 occurred on December 13, 1996 at 1:10 pm. in
Yung-Wol, Kang~Won-Do. Brief investigation on the effects of the earthquake has been
performed on December 15 by the reconnaissance team of the Earthquake Engineering Society
of Korea. Minor damages were observed in several structures including two elementary
schools and two municipal office buildings. Most of the damages on structures were cracks in
masonry walls and R.C. beams. However, the cracks on R.C. beams is believed to be existing
ones due to poor construction and maintenance of the structures those have been increased by
the earthquake.

Mitigation of seismic hazard is an urgent issue in Korea where many structures are not
properly designed to resist the earthquake which is expected to occur during their lifetime.
Some items which are important for seismic hazard mitigation are discussed in this article
based on the damages of the previous earthquakes and the seismicity of Korea.
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