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Problematic Issues in the Estimation of the Earth Pressures
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Aggsa FHu s EE T3} w4, Professor, Dept. of Civil Eng., Seoul National University.

FIR(SYNOPSIS) : Coulomb’s ‘Sliding Wedge Theory(1776)" is the earliest one dealing with the
earth pressure problems, which is followed by Rankine’'s notes(1857) on the active and passive
states in the retained earth. Since then, no more theories are added to these. However, during the
field applications, practice engineers are sometimes confused and/or disagree each other on several
points in the earth pressure estimations.

In this paper it is aimed to clarify these issues objectively as much as possible. Reinforced
earth walls with attached reinforcements as well as unattached ones are introduced at the end.
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