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Abstract

This paper is intended as a preliminary study on phonetic and phonological
differences between Polish and Korean languages. In this paper an attempt is made to
examine the most conspicious difficulties encountered by Polish learners who begin to
speak Korean (and in doing so, I would hope that it might be of help to future
learners of both languages).

Since the phoneme inventory and general phonetic rules for both languages are very
different, teaching and learning accurate pronunciation is extremely difficult for both
the Poles and Koreans without any previous phonetic training. In the case of Polish
and Korean we can see how strong and persistent the influences of the mother-tongue
are on the target language. As an example I would like to discuss the basic
differences between Polish and Korean consonants. The most important consonantal
opposition in Polish is voice-/voicelessness (f. ex.: [b] / [p]l, [g) / [k]) while in
Korean, opposition such as voice-/voicelessness is of secondary importance. Therefore
Korean speakers do not perceive the difference between Polish voiced and voiceless
consonants. On the other hand, Polish speakers can not distinguish Korean lenis |
fortis / aspirated consonants (f. ex. 8 [b] /W [p] / ™ [phl, 7 [g]/ 7 [kl /] 7
[kh]) opposition.

The other very important factor is palatalization which is of vital importance in
Polish and, because of this, Polish speakers are extremely sensitive to it. In Korean
palatalization is not important phonetically and Korean speakers do not distinguish
between palatalized and non-palatalized consonants.

The transcription used here is based on "The principles of the International Phonetic
Association and the Korean Phonetic Alphabet” (1981) by Hyun Bok Lee.
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