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An Application of Announcing techniques to the teaching of
speech for non-native speakers of Japanese

Tomoko Shimoda

In this paper I will examine some concrete examples of the obstacles faced by
non-native speakers of Japanese when leaming the language. I will go on to suggest
ways in which these obstacles may be overcome.

Nowadays there are numerous Japanese language books available for non-native
speakers. However, most of these introductory Japanese language books focus on
topics such as pronunciation, accent and intonation. Notable, these introductory
textbooks provide insufficient emphasis on prosodic features of the Japanese language.

The Japanese language has been considered by many teachers as relatively easy . .

compared to other languages, due to its simple phonetic structure. This may be a
partial explanation of the reason why the teaching of prosodic features has generally
been given insufficient emphasis.

To teach Japanese efficiently at a university level 1 have combined an emphasis on
the teaching of prosodic features together with my experience of television
announcing. This has entailed using television news programmes and contemporary
reading materials in my class. Using taped material I intend to describe a case-study
of teaching of Japanese articulation.



