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The Analysis of Androgynous Phenomena
in Modern Costume

Seo-Youn Kim and Gil-Soon Park
(Dept. of Clothing and Textiles, Chungnam National University)

Clothing traditionally has been worn as forms that have reflected the difference be-
tween male and female made by the difference of physical and functional roles. But the
male-female difference in clothing and adornments is disappearing in company with the
gender difference in sex-role stereotype vanishing, In the late 1960's appearing unisex
mode evidently showed it. Today, however, androgynous phenomena are noticeable that
differ from unisex mode; the masculinity of female clothing and feminization of male
clothing and adornments.

The purposes of this study are to look into how the concept of androgyny comes out
in modern costume and to study the social and cultural backgrounds that show up an-
drogynous phenomena in modern clothing and adornments,

It is made by the analysis of costume that refers to theoretical studies of records,
newspapers, magazines, and pictures. For the theoretical study, I have studied sex-role
theory and androgynous concept and analized androgynous phenomena in costume have
been founded on the newspapers, magazines and pictures I took own myself in June and
July 1996.

Besides, I thought it necessary to compare male clothing with female clothing to
study androgynous phenomena, And ! divided them into four ways: female costume,
male costume, unisex mode, and androgynous costume,

The findings of this study are surmmarized as follows:
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1) Traditional female costume has femine characters; long hairs, womanish hats,
hairbands, curved silhouettes, decorated patterns, smooth materials, handbags,
accessaries, high heels, sandles, blouse and skirts and so on,

2) Male costume against traditional female costume is characterized by short hairs,
liner line-emphasizing shilhouettes, simple patterns, dark colors, no accessaries,
suits and trousers and so forth,

3) Unijsex mode shows that male and female can wear clothing without distinction of
sex; skirts and jeans, sneakers,

4) Androgynous costume is to harmonize characters of female and male costume:
blue jeans with blouse, sneakers and boots with one piece dresses, and man’s suits
with handbags.

As shown above, these phenomena resuilt from the variety of roles, the pursuit of in-

dividuality, the increse of self-confidence, and the extension of leisure and so on,



