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Analysis of Meaning of The Rite of
Passage and Costumes

Ji-Hun Yu and Myung-Sook Han
(Home Economics, Sang Myung University)

The purpose of this study is to extract ‘the Rite of Passage’ from a Korean novel,
“Hon-Bul”, and to analysis intrinsic meanings and function of the symbols, their per-
sonal meanings and social meanings from its,

A pragmatical method was used for the analysis of this research.

The results were as followings :

The meaning of the Rite of Passage and the Costumes had mainly incantatory
characters; son-wish, weatlh, amicable relations between a husband and a wife, long
life, and perpetual thought,

But the amount of grasping of meaning was thought to be depended on the reading
ability of readers.

Since the Wedding Cermony and the Funeral Ceremony were described a lot of times
in the novel, it was known that they were regarded as very important Rite of Passage
in the whole life.

The TEXT which were cited from the novel showed that the Rite of Passage was tra-
ditionally described as the Birth Ceremony, the Wedding Ceremony(includes the Pu-
berty Ceremony), and the Funeral Ceremony,

The analysis of meaning in a novel had an important roll to understand CULTURE,
SOCIAL LIFE, and TIMES in a written novel., Therefore a novel is very valuable to
analyze them as the DISCOURSE and the TEXT.
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