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SYNOPSIS : This paper describes the application of the vacuum consolidation method beneath a
compressible clay soil to obtain stabilization and several advantages of the vacuum consolidation
method. The concept of using atmospheric pressure to apply a precompression load for accelerating
the consolidation of foundations for embankments constructed on soft clay.

In the case of the vacuum consolidation method has no problems of embankment stability to
consider and it eliminates the need for backfill material which is usually expensive and often
unavailable, The purpose of this study is to grasp mechanical characteristics of dredged soft clay
and fundamental vacuum consolidation theory. The effectiveness of the vacuum method of
stabilization of soil, its economies, and its potentials are discussed and conclusions set forth.
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