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B102 Species recognition:
minimal song composition is cues inducing strong reactions
in male great tits(Parus mgjor)
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Great tit (Parus magjor) songs consist of identical repetitions of
the same phrase. A phrase is a basic composition of minimal acoustic
units, which named notes. The type and the number of notes
characterizes the different kinds of song type found in the repertoires of
individuals from various regions. In our study area, a phrase composed
of 2 notes appeared most frequently and we used this song type to
playback experiments. We demonstrate that one phrase, the basic
arrangement of notes, is strong cue for species recognition because
songs composed of only one phrase induced strong responses, while
the repetiion of a heterospecific song induced very weak or no
responses.
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