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The detection of Human Papillomavirus (HPV) by the polymerase chain reaction
(PCR) in head and neck cancers
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Polymerase chain reaction is widely used as a powerful tool in modern molecular biology.
As there is agreement that the HPV is an important factor in the head and neck cancers, the
detection of HPV DNA sequence in the head and neck cancer tissue has been tried in several
ways.

We used the PCR to detect the El open reading frames of the HPV in paraffin-emhedded
tissue of the patients with the head ncek cancers.

Eleven of the fifty-four tested samples (30%) showed positive result.
We have analysed the clinical courses and characteristics related with Human
Papillomavirus in those patients.



