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A Clinical Study of Foreign Bodies in the Food and Air Passages
12-Year Review of 285 cases

Jae-Sin Ahn,M.D.,Yu-Sung Won,M.D.,Byung-Do Suh,M.D.
Department of Otolaryngology Head & Neck Surgery
Catholic University Medical College

The retrospective analysis of 285 cases with diagnoses of foriegn bodies in the food
and air passages that were managed at the Department of Otolaryngology, KangNam
St.Mary’s Hospital from Nov.1980 to Oct.1992 are reported. The results are as
follows :

1) Among 285 cases, 254 cases(89.2%) were lodged in the esophagus and 31 cases
(10.8%) in the air passage. The ratio between the foreign bodies in the food and those
in the air passage was about 8.2:1

2) Among all cases, 171 cases were males(59.8%) and 114 cases were
females(40.2%).

3) The group under 5 years old having foreign bodies was over half of all
cases(56.5%), and the group over 51 years old was 15.5% of all cases.

4) The incidence of foreign bodies in order of frequency was coin(35.6%),fish bone
(21.8%) and chicken bone(7.9%) in the food passage. Beans and peanuts were the
most common foreign bodies in the air passage.

5) In the location of foreign bodies of the food passage, 208 cases(82.2%) were found
in the first esophageal narrowing. In the air passage, the frequent sites of lodgement
were the bronchus,trachea and larynx in order.

6) The 67.0% of all cases was removed within 24 hours. The duration of lodgement

showed differences in relation with varieties of the foreign bodies.



