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2. A Case of Primary Amelanotic Melanoma of the Vagina

ol

Sung Ran Hong and Hy Sook Kim

A Department of Pathology, Cheil General Hospital

Interesting aspects of the primary malignant melanoma of the vagina are a rarity, its origin and

possible cytologic diagnosis, and frequent confusion with squamous cell carcinoma, clinically and

histologically, especially in amelanotic type. The melanoma is a tumor which usually does not pro-

duce exfoliation of malignant cells, although exfoliative cytology would be ideal to diagnose a mela-

noma.



We experienced a case of primary amelanotic melanoma in 64-year-old woman who complained
of vaginal bleeding with a 2.5X2 cm sized, fungating mass on the right lateral vaginal wall near
introitus for 2 months duration. Cervical and vaginal pool smears were negative for tumor cells.
Scraping smears from the mass show scattered, bi- or multinucleated tumor cells having eccentric
nuclei with prominent macronucleoli and occasional intranuclear inclusions. The cytoplasm is plum-
p and cyanophilic with indistinct rim.

It was difficult to exclude the squamous cell carcinoma on histologic sections from punch biopsy
of the mass. Diagnosis was made after immunchistochemistry, and radical vulvectomy with bilateral

inguinal lymph node dissection was followed.
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Fine needle aspiration cytology of sclerosing hemangioma of the lung
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