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In characterizing a suspension, heterogenisty is included onic the previous characierization

using solids concentrations and floccul ent

characteristics,
hydrodynamics. The mechanism of intarface formation during the sedimentation of concentrated
suspension (thickening) is investigated from a microcosm consisting of four particles in a same
plane and a smalier particle belew, The critical
calculated as a function of particle size ratic when the smail particle
the square determined by the large particles,
distance increases as the size ratio approaches to one {homogsneous suspension). This conforms
to the trend of existing observations that homogeneous suspensions creata the solid-liquid

distance s after which

because of its

impaortance

interface forms are
is located in the middle of
result shows that the critical separation

in

interface at much lower concentration (at a larger separation distance) than the hetercgeneous

suspensions.
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