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Very Distal Digital Replantations : Clinical Evaluation of 112 Cases

Woo Kyung Kim, M.D., Jae Ho Lim, M.I). and Chun Eun Chung, M.D.

Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, College of Medicine Korea University.

From July 1985 to June 1992, 128 digits in 112 patients with complete amputations at or distal to

the distal interphalangeal joint(Zone I and Zone [I) were replanted at the Korea University Guro
Hospital.

The overall survival rate was relatively high with 78% success rate.

The results are summarized as follows :

(1) The most common age distribution was the third decade (43%) and the male to female ratio was
about 6:1

(2) Ratio of night to left hand was about (1 : 1) and the most commonly injured finger was the index
(41%) followed by the middle finger (23%).

(3) The most common type of injury was crushing injury (51 cases) followed by guillotine (46 cases)
mjury.
(4) The most common caus of injury was industrial accidents involving cutter machines (46 cases)

and press machines (40 cases).

(5) Intra-operatively, the most common type of repair in Zone [ involved only 1 artery anastomosis
and in Zone [I. 1 artery and 1 vein anastomosis.



(6) The overall survival rate was 78% with survival rate for Zone I 70% and Zone Il 85%.

(7) Even with severe soft tissue injury the survival rate was quite high with survival rate for avulsed
mjury being 70% and crushed injury reaching 75%.

(8) The average 2 point discrimination in 52 patients were 10mm with high patient satisfaction of

post-op results.



