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12) Posterolateral Neck Dissection

Cheong Soo Park, M.D.

Department of Surgery, Yonsei University
College of Medicine

When malignant lesions occur posterior to the
coronal plane of the external auditory canal, near
the midline, the skin of the posterior half of the
scalp, the occipital area and the posterior part of
the neck, the metastatic nodal pattern is to the
nodes in the suboccipital, the retroauricular area,
and the posterior triangle of the neck The classic
radical neck dissection does not routinely extirpate
these lymphatics.

When surgery is planned for the malignant les-
ions of the posterior head and neck area, a pos-
terolateral neck dissection should be considered.
This paper presented 4 patients with malignant
lesions of the posterior head and neck area ( mali-
gnant melanoma in one case, squamous cell
carcinoma in one case, rhabdomyosarcoma in one

case and malignant fibrous histiocytoma in one

case) in which the use of posterolateral neck dis-

section was performed. The procedure is suggested
to be cosmedically and functionally acceptable, and
provided adequate anatomical en block dissection
of the lymphatic channel and nodes of posterior

part of head and neck area.
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