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Department of Otolaryngology, College of
Medicine, Kyung Hee University
Seoul, Korea

We have observed foreign body in food
-and air passage in 138 cases during the pe-
riod from Jan. 1972 to Dec. 1980 in E.N.T.

department of Kyung Hee university hospital.

The following results were obtained.

1) Age distribution was predominent in
under 5 years old showing 102 cases(73.9%).

2) Distribution of location was 132 cases in
food passage and 6 cases in air passage.

3) In food passage, malewas 81 cases(6l.4
25). In air passage, male was 4 cases(66.7%).

4) Coin was the most frequent foreign
body in food passage. Others were metals,
‘meats, bony pieces, and shell.

5) Distribution of lodgement was frequent
in first narrowing of esophagus.

6) Duration of lodgement was 112 cases
(84.8%) within 24 hours in focd passage
and 4 cases(66.7%) within 24 hours in air
Ppassage.
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A Statistical Study of the Foreign Bodies
in the Air Passages

Xi Chul Shin, M.D., Dong Myoung Lee, M.D,,
Jin Young Kim, M.D., Hong Ki Kim, M.D.

Department of Otolaryngology, College of
Medicine, Seoul National University

The statistical study was done on 74 cases
-of foreign bodies in the air passages, who
visited the department of otolaryngology of
SNUH during recent 5 years from 1975 to
1980. The result was as follows,

1) Of the total 74 cases, b5 cases were male
.and 18 cases were female. The ratio between
41.8% of all
cases were under 2 years of age, 75.5% were

male and female was 3: 1.

under 3 years, and 83. 6% were under 5 years.

2) Major symptoms on visit were dyspnea,
cough, cyanosis.
was noted in 6.7%. Initial physical findings
were coarse breathing sound, decreased brea-
thing sound, and stridor. No abnormal phy-

No significant symptoms

sical findings were noted in 10.8%.

3) 48.6% of total cases visited hospital
within 24 hours. There was one case who
visited hospital over 2 years later.

4) Initial simple chest film showed atelec-
tasis in 25.09%, emphysema in 32.8%, defi-
nite foreign bedy shadow in 17.2% and
within normal limit in 17.2%.

5) 60.8% of total cases were vegetables,
15.5% were metals, 16.2% were fish bone,

- and 2.7% were others.

6) Vegetables were most frequent foreign
bodies in the cases under 5 years of age.

7) 40.59% of total cases were lodged in the
right main bronchus, 31.0% were in the left
main bronchus, 9.8% were in trachea and
6.7% were in multiple sites.

8) Foreign bodies were removed by venti-
lating bronchoscopy in 82.3%, by tracheos-
tomy ecnly in 2.79, by tracheal suction in
2.79%, by spontaneous removal in 1.3%, by
thorachotomy in 5.4% and 5.4% of total
cases were expired.
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A Case of Difficult Decannulation
Soon Chul Lee, M.D.

Department of Otolaryngology,
Seoul Red Cross Hospital

The auther experienced a case of difficult
decannulation in a 52-day-old male infant,
in which decannulation was performed at
one and half years after tracheostomy.
Tracheostomy was performed for the maint-
enance of airway due to severe dyspnes,



