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survey for 228 cases with foreign bodies in the food
and air passages who had visited the department of
Otolaryngology, National Medical Center and re-
moved endoscopically during the period of last 10
years from 1966 to 1975,

The following results were obtained:

1. The total numbers of foreign bodies in the
food and the air passages were 228 cases, and among
of them 18] cases were foreign bodies in the food
passage and 47 cases were foreign bodies in the air
passage. The ratio between the food and the air
passages was about 3,7 : 1.

2. The prevalent foreign bodies in the esophagus
were coin, meat and food particles and bone in
order of frequency. In air passage, bean and peanut
were most prevalent foreign bodies and the next
were metalic substances, fish bone in order of fre-
quency.

3. In the age incidence, 65.4% of the esophageal
foreign bodies and 67.6% of foreign bodies in the
air passage were under 5 years of age especially
coin, 92.9%.

4. In sex distribution, 99 cases were female, and
the ratio between male and female was 1.3: 1.
There was no significant difference between male
and female in the foreign bodies of the esophagus
but the foreign bodies in the air passage were more
prevalent in male as the ratio of 2.1: 1,

5. The most prevalent site of lodgement in eso-
phagus was first physiologic narrowing of the eso-
phagus as the count of 83.8%. In foreign bodies of
the air passage, bronchial foreign bodies were most
frequent. And bronchial foreign bodies were more
frequent in the right side as the ratio of 3.7 : 1,

6. In duration of lodgement, 56.0% of foreign
bodies of the food pass-ge were removed within 24
hours and almost of them were removed within 5
days. In foreign bodies in the air passage, only
32.4% were removed within 24 hours but 29.7%
were removed within more than 1 week in the air
passage.

7. Under the esophagoscope, granulation tissue
were noted in the 5 cases of the foreign bodies in
the esophagus due to foreign bodies. In foreign
bodies of the air passage, complication were encoun-

tered in the 4 cases and also removed surgically
and among of them, 2 patients were expired due to

complications during post operative course.

12. Clinical observation of the foreign
bodies in the air and focd passages

Dong Soo Lee, M.D., Heung Nam Ok, M.D.,,
Seong Moo Moon, M.D. and Sun Chul Lee, M.D.

Department of Otolaryngology,
College of Medicine, Jung Ang University

Clinical observation is made on the total 205 cases
of foreign bodies in the air and food passages. The
entire foreign body cases that had visited ENT
Dept. of Han Gang Sacred Heart Hospital from
January, 1972 to March, 1976 are included in this
study.

The results summarized are as follows:

1) The majority of the cases of foreign bodies
are found in the food passage, 200 cases (97.6%)
while in the air passage only 5 cases was present.

2) The most common foreign bodies in the eso-
phagus was coin (90%) and in the air passage, the
sorts of foreign bodies are bean, peanut, plastic
bullet, corn and towel clip.

3) In the locality of foreign bodies, the first nar-
rowing is the most frequent site in the esophagus.

4) The majority of the cases with esophageal
foreign body is male (M:F 1.4:1), in the air
passage (M:F 3:2).

5) The patients with esophageal foreign body
visited within 3 days in 87%, and with trachiobron-

chial foreign body visited within a day in all cases.

13. A recent case of an interesting
foreign body in the bronchus

Yang Sun Lee, M.D., Jung Min Chi, M.D,,
Jae Kwun Song, M.D. and Jung Do Kim, M.D.

Department of Otolaryngology,
Kyungpook National University College
of Medicine, Taegu, Korea

The foreign bodies in the food passage and airway



